
STATEMENT A23 – Kate Webber

Objection to Planning Application 20/03286/F: Swift House Albert Crescent Bristol BS2 0UD

I would like to make a written public forum statement to state my opposition to this planning 
application. 

As a Governor at St. Philip's Marsh Nursery school, I cannot believe less than two years after 
successfully campaigning to stop the building of a gas-fuelled power station opposite the nursery, 
we now find ourselves fighting the potential installation of a rubbish tip next to our nursery. 
Nurseries and childcare provision of all kinds have been working overtime to continue providing vital 
support to infants and children throughout this pandemic, and knowing the council are minded to 
approve this application feels like a complete kick in the teeth, given the future of these nurseries, 
(acknowledged as 'essential' throughout the previous year and a cornerstone of young children's 
development), is already so precarious.

This proposal flies in the face of the council's alleged commitment to resolving a climate emergency 
they themselves declared, and undermines ongoing work to improve air quality under the Clean Air 
for Bristol initiative. How can the council seriously expect its citizens to give up their cars and 
decommission their fireplaces and woodburning stoves for the sake of the environment, whilst at 
the same time wave through a proposal that will create more than 100 additional lorries trundling 
down a road right next to a nursery and a nearby pupil referral unit?

This proposal will undoubtedly have a negative impact on the already poor air quality in this part of 
the city, which the proposal does not fully take into account; the council should collect air quality 
data on this site before allowing any new project to be signed off, to allow the impact to be properly 
assessed, rather than estimated. I wish to cite two recent judgements with reference to other local 
councils that I believe are highly pertinent to this case.

First, the death of Ella Adoo-Kissi-Debrah, who lived near the South Circular Road in Lewisham, 
London, and died in 2013, following an asthma attack. Southwark Crown Court ruled in December 
2020 that air pollution 'made a material contribution' to Ella's death, making her the first person in 
the UK to have air pollution listed as a cause of their death. At St. Philip's Marsh we have several 
pupils with asthmatic conditions and/or from lower socio-economic backgrounds, exacerbating their 
exposure and vulnerability to air pollution, which in of itself is also linked to suffering more severe 
forms of covid, if it is contracted. The council must take full responsibility for ensuring the air its 
infants are breathing is safe, that is surely the most basic minimum level of care it should be 
compelled to provide - why are we having to even make a case that polluting children in the midst of 
a respiratory pandemic is far from ideal? Who on earth would support this?

Finally, I also wish to invoke a high court judgement in Manchester from only a few weeks ago, 
where a group of campaigners sought a judicial review of Manchester council's decision to build a 
temporary car park near a primary school. On Friday 19 February, the judge ruled in favour of the 
Trees not Cars campaign, noting the local authority failed its public sector equality duty by not 
considering the likely health effects on children attending New Islington Free School - some 26 
metres away from the proposed site of the car park. Additionally, the judge ruled Manchester 
council officers ‘misled’ members of the city’s planning committee by relying on error-filled reports 
regarding air quality impacts. 



Campaigners from Trees not Cars said their victory exposed the 'hypocrisy' in the local authority’s 
approach to addressing air pollution and global heating. In its report on the judgement, the Guardian 
newspaper noted this case 'may also be viewed as a warning shot to other councils which, like 
Manchester, declare “climate emergencies” and then push through polluting development projects'.

I am saddened we find ourselves yet again having to remind the council of the importance of the 
local maintained nurseries it is supposed to care for, particularly St. Philip's Marsh Nursery, which, 
along with its sister site Cashmore, provides the foundation for learning for some of the most 
deprived and disadvantaged infants and children of Bristol. The staff have been tireless in ensuring 
the nursery has remained open throughout the coronavirus pandemic, providing a safe, calm and 
caring environment, as their predecessors have dutifully done for the past century (2021 marks 100 
hundred years since the school was originally built), and yet the council sees fit to reward this 
incredible endeavour by allowing a literal dump to be built across the street. 

I would say it was unbelievable, but this is now the third time the nursery has had to fight an 
egregious application for a polluting proposal and I, and sadly the staff and local community are all 
very used to it. When will the council finally remember its duty of care is to its citizens, communities 
and its children, NOT corporations, and start making good on its promises regarding climate change, 
air quality and improving the lives of young people? How could anyone in good conscience sign off 
this monstrous proposal? 

Yours sincerely, Kate Webber

Community Governor, St. Philip's Marsh Nursery School


